




For more than a hundred years, Paris has been 
celebrated as the City of Light, standing as a symbol 
of elegance, pleasure, and festivity. This exhibition 
is intended to immerse visitors in the Parisian Belle 
Époque, a period that encompassed the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries and was known for fantasy, 
excess, and boundless faith in progress through science 
and technology. Originally presented in 2014 at the 
Petit Palais in Paris, the exhibition offers a selection of 
more than three hundred works of art, from paintings, 
prints, and sculptures to furniture, garments, and 
souvenirs. These objects, which hail from several City of 
Paris museums—including the Petit Palais, the Musée 
Carnavalet, the Palais Galliera, the Musée Bourdelle, and 
the Maison de Victor Hugo—form a portrait of a vibrant 
and swiftly changing city.
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Exhibition organized by the Petit Palais Museum 
of Fine Arts, with exceptional loans from the 
Musée Carnavalet – History of Paris and the Palais 
Galliera Museum of Fashion, Paris Musées
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COVER: Alexandre-Georges Roux, known as George Roux (1855–1929). Nighttime festivities at the
International Exposition of 1889 under the Eiffel Tower (detail), 1889. Oil on canvas, 25 5/8 x 37 3/8 in.  
Musée Carnavalet. © Musée Carnavalet / Roger-Viollet
INTERIOR: Louise Abbéma (1853–1927). Allegory of the City of Paris (detail), 1901. Oil on canvas,  
102 3/8 x 71 1/8 in. Musée Carnavalet. © Musée Carnavalet / Roger-Viollet 
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