AFRICAN DRUM AND DANCE COMPANY

Sankofa African Drum and Dance Company is a Tennessee based performing
arts company whose mission is to rally communities around the beat of the
drum to promote unity, healing and inspiration. The symbol of Sankofa is that of
a bird whose head is faced in the opposite direction of its body. Even though the
bird is advancing, it periodically makes it a point to examine or return to its
past, since this is the only way for one to have a better future.

Sankofa African Drum and Dance Company was founded by Maria Estes Hall in
2007 after she received a call to organize the best of the best African
drummers and dancers in Tennessee for a showcase. Little did she know, that
showcase would birth a performing arts company that has now developed into
the premier African Drum and Dance company in Tennessee.

In addition to self-producing an annual Kwanzaa concert (since 2013) to sold
out crowds each year, Sankofa performs throughout the state of Tennessee and
bordering states at festivals, schools, churches, community and private events.
Sankofa also hosts weekly community dance classes for adults and children in
Nashville, TN.

Sankofa is firmly rooted in educating and cultivating an appreciation for African
culture and music. Sankofa understands the power of Unity and utilizes the
medium of African Drum and Dance to tear down barriers that tend to divide
communties. Sankofa believes that a community that drums and dances
together stays together.



