
Somebody to Love: The Story of Valerie 
June’s Sweet Little Baby Banjolele, by  
Valerie June Hockett (author) and Marcela Avelar 
(illustrator) 
Once upon a time, a sweet and tiny little instrument was giv-
en to a singer named Valerie June. The banjolele dreamed 
of singing and playing but never could finish a song until the 
instrument’s new friend Valerie believed it could. 

Muddy: The Story of Blues Legend  
Muddy Waters, by Michael Mahin (author) and  
Evan Turk (illustrtor)
When Grandma Della said the blues wouldn’t put food on 
the table, Muddy didn’t listen. This tenacious streak carried 
Muddy from the hardscrabble fields of Mississippi to the 
smoky juke joints of Chicago and finally to a recording stu-
dio where a landmark record was made. 

Hello, I’m Johnny Cash, by G. Neri (author)  
and A. G. Ford (illustrator)
G. Neri captures Johnny’s story in beautiful free verse, 
portraying an ordinary boy with an extraordinary talent who 
grew up in extreme poverty, faced incredible challenges, 
and ultimately found his calling by always being true to the 
gift of his voice.

I Am a Rainbow, by Dolly Parton (author) and 
Heather Sheffield (illustrator)
Beloved music legend Dolly Parton provides children with 
a fun way to talk about their feelings in this colorful, upbeat 
picture book. And by understanding their own feelings, they 
can learn to respect the feelings of others.

Storied Strings: The Guitar in American Art  
Family reading recommendations



Guitar Genius: How Les Paul Engineered 
the Solid-Body Electric Guitar and Rocked 
the World, by Kim Tomsic (author) and Brett 
Helquist (illustrator)
This is the true story of how Les Paul created the world’s 
first solid-body electric guitar, countless other inventions 
that changed modern music, and one truly epic career in 
rock and roll. 

Little People, BIG DREAMS: Prince, by  
Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara (author) and A. G. 
Ford (illustrator)
From a young age, Prince was obsessed with music. Even 
though he couldn’t read it, his talent—whether on piano, 
drums, guitar, or vocals—turned him into an icon. Com-
bining funk, disco, soul, and almost every other genre out 
there, his songs are some of the best-loved all around the 
world. 

We’re Going to be Friends,  
by Jack White (author) and Elinor Blake (illustrator)
“We’re Going to be Friends” by The White Stripes is one 
of rock ’n’ roll’s most enduring songs about friendship. 
With the help of illustrator Elinor Blake (a.k.a. April March), 
the perennial favorite feels right at home on the page as a 
hardcover children’s book. 

C Is for Country, by Lil Nas X (author) and 
Theodore Taylor III (illustrator)
Join superstar Lil Nas X and Panini the pony on a fabulous 
journey through the alphabet from sunup to sundown. 
Featuring bold, bright art from Theodore Taylor III, kids will 
experience wide-open pastures, farm animals, guitar music, 
cowboy hats, and all things country in this picture book.
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Ablaze with Color: A Story of Painter  
Alma Thomas, by Jeanne Walker Harvey (author) 
and Loveis Wise (illustrator)
Meet an incredible woman who broke down barriers 
throughout her life and is now known as one of the most 
preeminent painters of the twentieth century. Told from 
the point of view of the young Alma W. Thomas, readers 
can follow along as she grows into her discovery of the 
life-changing power of art. 

Color Dance, by Ann Jonas (author and  
illustrator)
In this creative introduction to color mixing, girls in red, 
blue, and yellow and a boy in black and white make all the 
colors of the rainbow through their dances. 

The Dot, by Peter H. Reynolds (author and  
illustrator)
Vashti does not think that she can draw, but when her art 
teacher challenges her, she jabs a blank sheet of paper to 
make a dot. This dot takes her on a creative journey that 
ends with her work on display at the school art show.

Dinner at Aunt Connie’s House, by Faith 
Ringgold (author and illustrator)
Melody is at her Aunt Connie and Uncle Bates’s house for 
their annual summer dinner, which is full of surprises. First, 
there is Melody’s new cousin, Lonnie, who has red hair 
and green eyes. Then, when Melody and Lonnie are play-
ing hide-and-seek, they find Aunt Connie’s other surprise: 
twelve painted portraits of famous Black American women. 
They find out that the paintings can speak, and they talk 
about their courageous and inspiring life stories.
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