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Spotlight on FAM Fellow

r

Since August of 2022, Chase Williamson has
served as our Frist Art Museum fellow, working
primarily with our curatorial team. Born and
raised in Franklin, Tennessee, she first visited the
Frist as a high school student to see Nick Cave:
Feat. (2017-18). She has since graduated from
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga and
has had what she calls a "full-circle moment,”
becoming the museum’s second fellow. During
her fellowship, Chase has worked with Frist staff
on planning, interpretation, and programming for
future exhibitions.

Chase worked with Senior Curator Katie Delmez
on the exhibition Multiplicity: Blackness in
Contemporary American Collage. Opening on
September 15, the exhibition will present seventy-
five major collage and collage-informed works
that reflect the breadth and complexity of Black
identity. Chase has been directly involved in the
exhibition’s development, meeting with the artists,
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collaborating with Frist staff to generate exhibition
content, and offering input.

One of Chase’s projects for Multiplicity involved
working with Fisk University students to write short
artist biographies for the exhibition’s catalogue. She
explains, “I've been able to connect those students
with some of the artists in the show . . . which has
also been great for me because I'm getting to
meet the artists . . . . | would have never had the
opportunity if | hadn't been a fellow here.”

Chase has offered input on other aspects of the
exhibition as well, including gallery interpretation,
programming, and future community engagement.
She also traveled with other Frist staff to conduct
video interviews with artists across the country and
capture footage of them working in their studios.
These videos will be on view in the gallery during
the exhibition.



Observing the installation of Matthew Ritchie:

A Garden in the Flood and Jeffrey Gibson: The
Body Electric has also been a memorable part of
Chase’s experience. She recounts, “I've been able
to go down to the Ingram Gallery and Upper-Level
Galleries and see . . . a show come to life. Seeing
the crates come in, seeing people . . . putting up
the artwork, coming back each day and seeing
something new. . . . Most people don’t know how
much work goes into an exhibition, how many years
of planning . . . and people are needed to put up a
show, so seeing that has been really special.”

Chase graduated in May 2022 with a bachelor’s
degree in studio art and a minor in psychology; she
had planned to become an art therapist. However,
her experience at the Frist has shown her other
possibilities once her fellowship ends in May.

She was especially affected by her conversations
with the Multiplicity artists: “Working here kind of
switched my view on what | wanted to do . . . I've
always wanted to get my master’s in art therapy, but
working here and working on Multiplicity . . . seeing
all these Black artists be artists full time and be
established . . . why not try to pursue an MFA in fine
arts?” Chase specifically expressed an interest in
pursuing an MFA in studio art with a concentration
in painting and drawing, and possibly a minor in

art history. Chase is also interested in a future as an
educator: “I'd love to be a professor, potentially an
art history professor or an art professor, maybe even
down the line pursue a PhD in art history,” she says.
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Applications are open!

Chase Williamson with Senior Curator Katie Delmez and artist Brittney
Boyd Bullock.

Frist Art Museum fellowship applications are currently open for the fall 2023—spring
2024 term. Candidates for the fellowship program should be college seniors, recent
graduates who intend to continue to graduate school, or graduate students. Visit
FristArtMuseum.org/Fellowship for more information.

The Frist also offers paid internships during winter, spring, and summer terms

for college students and recent graduates. Find more information at
FristArtMuseum.org/College-Internships.
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